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of W:ftminfter, 4 Canon of Chrift- , 
Church, ras wh ithithe;chigf Heads, of the Set. 
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om ſeen in the Hands of K Tung, oper 
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SHE following * Dit 
males its Appearance a- 
monęſt Jo, | not out of 
_ Air of Vanity, but | to ſhew a 

A ſincere and honeft' Meaning. All 


A 2 Errors 


7 


4 DEDICATION. 


Errors and Defetts ir in the Frame : 


the Importance of the Subject, a 
Conſideration of Human I eakneſs, 


your Cardbur ail god Mature will 


readily palliate and _ In this 


Senſe, imitatin Jour. 
Fi in Hetven, 2000 1 5 s 


which art Nur Bart 15 were; 


and kindly accepreth according to 


lat a Man bath, unt according. u 
that he bath nat. 


\IO W Je 


Ds Care n into an Age ' of. 


Men, in Conduct and Be haviour, not 
much unlike the Groftichs .: , 

haye their Heads always. in _ 
Clouds, delight themſelves within 
the Verge of Controverſy, and/will 


allow nothing to be myſterious; 
But make a narrow Underſtanding 
the 
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DEDEACATION: 5. 
the, NMeaſure and, Criterion, of Di- 
vine Reyelation; let up wild Con- f 
ceptions of their own, in Compe- 
tition with God's Wiſdom, ich 
can neither: lumber mar: flee. \' 
nor, then a e 
fections of Himan Knowledge, will 
not be thought an improper. Con- 
ſideration: Though I doubt nat, 
but ſome may invidiquſſy reflect, 
Yar I bade ſaſiciamtiy. illuſtratem 
u Subjecg. b p 

Bx that as it wilhs! ren nh 
know I am on the Side . 
I will 20 ea, what Man kan 


unto me: ; Will count 3 as 
Loſs, for the Excellency of the 
K mowledge of Chrift Feſus my Lord. 
In ſhort (Gentlemen) I put this 
Sermon into your Hands, not with 
a De- 


a De N to- ng ut _— 


man I norahite + T6 confine the 
Knowledge, of which our — 
is capable, within ite A 


nel: o intreat you to 
tion reſt in the Reſort I have given 
it, the Mind and Boſom of God. 
TRAr our Learning may be 4 
Credit to this School, a; Benefit to 
our Country, and, above all; may 
promote the true Honour and Ser- 
vice of God, ur mm aden 
n. of is 1 & 
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Me We ſet through a 2 as: 
yy; bar then Face 40 Face : 
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10 ow I by * 1 in Part, but then 
pal I e aven as "Ee 858 
been, 2 
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UR Apoſtle, indhe Words bs 
fote us, giues a true Deſcripti- 

i bur Intellectual Capaci, 
ties: Ile ſhews how this Body 
of Fleſh impedes their Peridtration ; and 
chat we cannot fee clearly, till tre come 
te o of kleſſed Spirits." V dat 
berciby Faith, nat by Sigbr; wie do not 


pect. We muſt lool for illuminated Un- 


derſtandings amongſt the Felicities of Hea- 


ven, Where e TIONS 
mn. i faul . off © 


Trov: GH 


ck here, and improve her 
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8 A Sermon preached 
Trovcn the Soul of Man is of a ſpi- 


ritual Nature, yet f ſhe hath her her Limits in 
this contracted Priſon of the Body. If 
ſhe ſhould tranſgreſs and go beyond them, 
- what:can enſue but Madneſs and Diſtret 
tion ? It is certain,, Knowledge | is her pro- 


per Work, but herein ſhe x may ſtrive to — 


beyond the Sphere of her Activity. — 
the Strings of any Inſtrument of Muſic 
are ſcrued too high, we well know 2 
are next to be bru ken. 
Wꝙ ate, indeed, ſick of- our Fa 
Adant's Diſtemper. Our Thoughts are c- 
tinually:! running after Perfoction. 
would be ar Gad knowing Good and Ernie 
But lo, the Plague of Egypt is ſtill upon ws; 
a Darkneſs that may be felt; which trait be 
the Condition of our Mortality; even from 
the Angels Anthem to the laſt Trump. . 
Tur, that inhabit ther low Places f 
this Earth, cun only command à View of 
that Ground which 
he, that is exalted on the 'Pinacle' of "the 


oT | Temple, 


We 


iv; rar chem; ' whalſt. 
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Temple, can ſee the whole Country chat i is 
about him. This is really the Difference be- 
tween us and our incomprehenſible God. 
In this World we can ſec no more of him, 
than the Bounds which are ſet us will give 
us Leave; and all that by our Wiſdom we 
are able to diſcern, when. the Eye thereof 
is cleareſt, is doubtful and uncertain ; often 


depending upon Cauſes which rhay not 


work, or by the Intervention of ſome croſs 
Accident may fail. | 
Tnovon we are a Compoſition of 
Soul and Body, yet who. hath taken upan 
him ſufficiently to inform us of the Uni- 
on of theſe Two ; or who hath been able 
to explain how Thought moves Matter, 
or how Matter ſhould act upon Thou aht? 
Our Saviour, in that remarkable Cine. 
rence with Nicademus, concerning the new 
Birth, reminds him of his Ignorance, even 
of the common Operations of Nature; aſ- 
ſures him, that he was as little able to 
give an Account of the Wind. Yu canſt 
not tell whonce it cometh, or whither it go- 
B etb. 


10 S: ; Sev plates 
erb. Our Darkneſ camprebendeth it by. 
This is the Path which no Man knoweth, 
and the V. ulture” [ He bath woe rin, W 
xvii 7. 
Wr muſt conſlder Gurſclves as hob 
than the ' Angels, Our Perfection then 
muſt ſavour of the Fleſh arid Blood which 
we carry about us. As no River can riſe 
higher that its Fountain, ſo e eannot 
in Knowledge, above the Light afforded. 
Nom we know little of the Cauſes of 
Thing 5 ; | we'ſhall hardly fee clearly; the 
8 er oill not fall rom our Eyes; nor ein 
"we break theſe Chains of Datrkneſs, till 
"we Come to x State of Glory. This Früh 
our Apoſtle makes plain, in the Words! 
have choſen: Nom we ſee through a'Glaſs 
darkly, but then'Fate to Face: Now Thun 
in Pore: 3 But then fall I bub vin as lf 
Tam un. Give me Leave to illuſttate 
| this Truth in the follo owing Mathag.” | 


aye er attempt to ew, 


FIRST, 


to 


4. Felſtcad i TI" Bien . 1 | 

FIRST, That, whill Le 75 in this 

World; our Knowledge of Things 

will be difficult, ſhorty and imper- 

fect. Now. we ſee, through. a Glaſs? 

res Having hogs this _— 
then urge, 


SECONDLY, That ths Conſider 

on ſhould make us humble ay mor: 
deſt in our Enquiries, . becauſe our 
Apaſile aſſures us, that r We can. 
» ule bow 3 RAE. cine 
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17 SHALL then argue,” 


| THIRDLY. That, as in \ this World 
our Knowledge of Things is difficult, 

| 'ſhort, and impetfect, ſo, when we: 
get to Heaven, our Faculties will be 
much enlarged and improved. Then 
nnen 0 ans. . 


1 theſe three Particulars, - hope 
to draw ſuch uſeful Obſervations, as may 


be proper for this Day's Salemnity. 
B 2 I sHALL 


42 1 Sermon preathed 
A Op ery 
"* SHALL atempt to wer, 1 3 1 
FIRST, That, whilſt we äre l this 
World, our Knowledge of Things will 
be difficult, ſhort, and e rz we 
fee through a * * 8 


Tarn was one Man indeed” whoſe 
Underſtanding was not ercumfſtribedd with- 
in ſuch narrow Limits as ours. Nature that 
is ſo cloſe and penurious ; ſo ſhy of ma» 
king Diſcoveries to us; who, as"it were, 
induſtriouſly concealing herſelf, retires to 
her dark Recefles ; and, like ſome Princes 


of the Eaſt, veils her Glories from mortal 
View, to give. them more venerable Ideas 


of her Perfections, did freely communicate 


herſelf to this glorious Mortal; - who was 


wiſe in his Youth; and filled with Under- 


ſtanding, as with a Flood. But this great 
Genius was an Exception from the com- 


mon Lot of our Nature. We mi think 


we have gained a Kingdom in Efoquence, 
whey we diſplay not half Solomon's Hap- 
pineſs 


ne e 8 
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at Felſtead 4» Eſſen 13 
pineſs in doathing and uttering our Con- 


ceptions. We cannot attend dong, nor to 
man 


8s at ohe, but ate tired with 
Thinking, and perplexed” with "Doubts ;/ 
wavering and uncertain to'reſolye;;' etring 
in the Choice of our End; and, when that 
is well choſen, 'cafily bewildered! and 5 
in the Way. men ohe s 
Wrspon, m any tole en is 
hard to be Attairicd in this Fbertacte'of 
Pleth ; Perfection in it utteriy to be deſpair- 
ed of; but the little Knowledge,” which 
we have either of Things or Languages, is 
the Daughter” of Time and 
Who ever expected Fruit from 1 Winch 
ſcatcely ingrafted in the Stock? As the Bo- 
dies of Men, ſo even their Studies have 
Infancy and Growth, and, after much 
Time and Care, "ripen gradually to the 
Perfection of which Human Nature is ca- 
pable. There is no Accompliſhing * any 
worldly Projects or Deſigns without theſe ; 
Things being, as it were, hidden, that 
they may be ſought; and generally fu- 


ture, 
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14 A Sermas preathbed 
ture, to exerciſe qur Diligence and Ex- 
pectation. As long as the World increases, f 
Writing will do ſo toa; for all Men 2000 
ceptions will never be the ſame; nor are 
all wrought! upon by the ſame Arguments. 
The End of Books ig ho farther tho Good, 
of Mankind, either for. Profit or De- 
light; we were made wanting and im 
perfect, that we might reach after ſome- 
thing more than we; have; douptful and 
ignorant, that we might endeavour aftgr; 
uſeful Knowledge: What offen at; firſt, 
looks like Madneſs and Peluſion, will, 
by mature Thought, rbe;eſteemed, the Exe 
altation of the Underſtanding, . Truth, lie 
the Bee in the Gum, appears, but is hide 
den; is ſeen, but with ſome Obſcurity, 
that we may neither r deſpair of finding. it; 
nar a * over Spaß in Tate 
after it. 

Ddr. * the Davkdeveg of 
God, is annexed 90 all Things of Worth; 
not to deter or extingpiſh, but to kindle 


INES and put a Difference be- 
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tick one Miah and another. - Wh len 
ſail in a calm Sea, we-eahnot 
between the fkilfol-Pilot.and the ignaratit. 
When the Tempeſt Tages;! andathe Sth 
works, then i "Difference is diſcovered. 
ven the Giſis of Gruce bring Forth fwect 
Fruits, when aaa 652 | 
Sweat of our Bows. | t aid! | 
As Nature herſelf bach with- DOR 
Hand, diſpenſed her Favours, \fo hath he 
withzheld':the beſt Things, that we may 
-cohcealed ' in Things themſelves. The 
Egyptian invented Aſtronomy : The Pu- 
niciant, Letters: Lyourgus and Solon, Laws: 

Not us Things compacted and-framed to 
their Hands; but with much Pains, Iu- 


duſtry, and Labour. It is the Buſineſs of 
a Philoſopher to trace Nature in her in- 
wart Receſſes; by a deep Sight and Pene- 


tration, by Werke all her Maos and 
Windings, be may find Matter enough 
'for Wonder and Aſtoniſhment: This | is 


Ziven to the Diſquiſitions of Men. Thus 


Sally 


in the eff. Amongſt the Ancients, the 
"Uſe of Fables ne was ere fre- 
quent. > 4 


16 r - 


is Viſus privy: to the; Myſteries. ofthe ; 


Knowledge f God, and .a Lover of bis 


Warks. ' Epitetus compares the Study of 


Philoſophy, to the [Hardſhip of the . 
tympic Agonies ; the Underſtanding | can 
never perfect its Acts, but by applying it- 
ſelf; and having Recourſe to thoſe Images 


of Things made up in the Fancy. All 


Knowledge in the Creature muſt be attend- 
ed with Reaſoning and Diſcourſing; that, 
is, Inferting one Thing from another; this 

is the conſtant Work and Labour of the 


Mind. Conſider alſo, that the Eaftern 
Eloquence is vaſtly different from ours 


Tur catlieſt 8 of this Sort, we 


find, in the Book of Fudges ; where-we 
may ſee, very beautifully | expoſed; : dhe 
contemptible Meanneſs of | Abimelesh. 
.' Then we find Salmon. writing by: Way of 
| Proverb ; Which, he tells us; is deſigned t 

give Subtlety to the Simple '; to the | Young 


Man 


* * 
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a Balfiead in Eff. I9: 


Man Ruoivledge end Dijcretuon ; to make: 
him more. cahly'comprehend, in his Heat 
of Inquiſition, "the Wards of the Wiſe, and; 
their dark: Sayings. Did not our bleſſed. 
Saviour hiraſelf write in Parables, in ob- 
ſcure and covered Narrations to his Diſci- 
ples,” to exerciſe the Wit and Underſtand-. 

| ing of his Hearers? Theſe: Things, ſays 
he, have I ſpoken unto yo in Prouerbs, 
that is, with ſome Darkneſs and Obſcuri- 
5 ty: Tbe Tune cometb, auben I bull nd: 
more ſpeak wnto'you in Prouerbi but ſhew 
you ' plainly e the Fatber.- Indeed, we 
are never more taken with the King 
dom of Heaven, than when we behold it 
in the Merchant's Pearl. We are more 
familiarly acquainted with Chriſt's Offices} 
as a Shepherd that lays down his Lyfe far 
bis Sheep.: To fay the Day of Judgment 
cometh on a Sudden, ſtrikes not half that 
Terror into us, as when we read that it 
ſhall | feal upon us as a Thizf in the Night, 
As this therefore is the fond Humour of 


Mankind; that hath been thought the ſu- 
l | C reſt 


18 A Sermon prcucbed 
reſt Way to Knowledge, which che E. 
 gyptians of old uſed; and the Chineſe con- 
tinue the Cuſtom to this Day, to lenrn by 
Hieroglyphicks.. Thus Orpheus repreſent- 
ed his Myſteries in a Kind of Fable; Py- 
thagoras, by Numbers and 3 
Plato, by Emblems and Allegories. 
Method was invented to excite our 5 
gence, to make the Truths, when once 
found out, mote acceptable to the Under« 
ſanding. St. Auſtin hath aſſigned a Reas: 
ſon, why we are ſo delighted with Meta- 
phors and Allegories; becauſe they are pro- 
portioned to our Senſes, with which: c our 
Reaſon hath contracted a Familiarity. *: 
Turkkrokk, God, to . 
his Truth to our weak Capacities, doth, 
as it were, embody it in earthly Expreſſi- 
ons. Jn a Word, though we cannot ar- 
rive at a compleat Knowledge in this Life; 
yet there is no Part of it that. conveys 
Truth to us, but ſhould: RR and 
eſteemed. "4 1 260 . 
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àt Felſtead in Eſſex. 19 
To detract from the Dignity thereof, 
would be an Injury to God himſelf; who, 


being that Light (ſays an excellent Author) 


which no Man can approach, hath ſent 
out theſe Lights, whereof, we are capable, 
as ſo many: Sparks teſembling the 29 
Fountain, from whence they riſe. 

THERE are indeed many R 
Holy Scripture, hard and difficult to be 
undet᷑ſtood. The Pearl is in a far Couns 
try; and we muſt fell all to purchaſe it. 
We may ſuppoſe, God ſuffers theſe Obſcu- 
rities to give us a Taſte of thoſe great 
Truths which we ſhall know hereafter; 
when we ſhall exchange Faith for Sight; 
our Reaſoning, for Intuition; and ſhall 
no more ſee through a GIgſi dar. 

I cour D exhauſt more Time, in vent- 
ing my Thoughts on this copious Subject, 
which poureth forth itſelf into a Sea of 


Matter; but as. 1 ſpeak Wiſdom amongſt 
them that are perfect, To what Purpoſe is 
this Waſte d So'thet Wr to con- 
ider: _ OT» 


cs SE- 


1 4 ae gu. 


Royal Pſalotiſt, ſpeaking of God; 5 us; 
bar Clouds: and Darkneſs are "round. about 
Hum. The Habitation of his Throne be: 

ing in Lleaven, and his Diſcovering 


revealed to us, and to our Children, ilut we 


6 1 
- SECONDLE, That ak mnt 
_ . ledge in this World is difficult, hore? 
and imperfect, ſo-we ſhould be hum- 


ble and modeſt in our Enquiries; 


conſider, that' here we only: now in 
Part. cbt 9514707 Bion ie 

As the Scheme of Providence, 'the Wa 
and Works of God are of too large'a C. 


paſs for our weak Capacities; we ſhquld 
be thus wary in our Eadeavours after 


Knowledge, not to exerciſe our Faculties, 
in Things which. are too high for us.” The 


i no 
more to us of his wonderful Work of 


7% Creation, ihan this Earth, the leaſt Part 
of it: All theſe may inſtruct in that Lei. 


ſon of 27 ex-his/Servant,: : The ſecret: Nn | 7 | 
belong unto the Lord our Gui ; hefe that are 


ay 


er 
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way 


Majeſty is at ſuch u Diſtanos from us, that 


| ar Felftead in Eſſex. 21 
may do-all che TFords of . bis Low, That 


it is far ſafer io adore, than diſchurſo of it. 
Let us not cn too near the Mountain, 
leſt we be ſtruck through with a Dart. As 
che/Caſe is now With us, it h more fafe 
to be diligent in that which is plainly re- 


vealed, than, in Confidence of our Know- 


ledge, 'to be drawing" out 'Ycheines; and 
meaſuring the Actions and Operations of 

God. In which Study, we are often 
more ſubtle than wiſe: Beſides, we muſt 
be left me poor end mice cumſort 
15 upon Earth, as the Wiknias adviſeth, 


ler thy Words be ry and few. Famility 5 
and Purity of Soul are the beſt Convoy in 


the Ways of Knowledge; the Word of 


God, the beſt Light to our Feet, and Lan- 


fern' to our Path Our Province is Vir- 
tue, religious Life and Manners: The 
Science of improving the Temper, and 
making che Heart better. In Things Which 
JO eee he is clear and open, 

as 


22 A Sermon preathed 
as the Day; but, where our: Knowledge 


would be impertinent; he maketh Dark 
neſs his. Pavilion: His Ways are in te 


Whirkoind, and bis Fuugftens are not bnowni. 


We muſt not. buſy ourſelves in that fruits 
leſs Study of the Book of Life; which no 


Man in Heaven or Earth is able to open 
or look into, but only the Lion of the Tribe 


of Fudab. Our Learning then is become 


ineſtimable, when, like a River, it pays a 


Tribute to the Ocean. * 


Lx T., us not ſeek what God decrvnth; 


but bearken to what he commandeth; . 


What can make us wiſe, but that which is 
good? Thoſe; Virtues, Temperance, Ju- 


ſtice, and Liberality, which are called the 
Labours of Wiſdom. Herein conſiſteth the 


Dignity and Perfection of a Man; for the 


Excellency of every Thing is the Drawing 


near to its firſt Principley,; as that Heat is 
moſt perfect which. is moſt intenſe, and 
hath moſt of the Fire in it. This is to 
be wiſe unto Salvation, to keep dur 
Thoughts within their allotted Sphere, and 


not 


by Os He g „ „ 


# 


A elkesd d E. 23 


not attempt to pry into the dark Orb of 


Futurities, tlioſe Secrets Which are ſhut 
up in the Boſom of God. In theſe more 


nice than uſeful Diſquiũtions, we ſhould 


be pleaſed 10 bel at a Loſs, and believe 


the Thing; when God only knows the 


Manner how it is; and doth not yet reyeal 
it, becauſe not ſit for us to know, till we 
have i Taſte of the Powers of the World 
to come. Our Faith is that Victory which 
overcometh the World ; this ſhould make 
every Mountain-low, the rough Places plain, | 


 and-ſhake all che Powers of the Grave. - 


{-KnowLEDG#is indeed whatſoever. we 
will make it; ſometimes it is the Savour 
of Life unto Liſe, and by our ill Manage- 
ment may prove the Savour of Death un- 
to Death. The -Underſtanding may be, 
as the Sun in the Firmament, to lead us 
in the Way, that we daſh not our ND . 
gainft a Stone, and it may be a Meteor to 
lead into obſcure Paths and Mangerous 
Precipices. Some, in Confidence of the 
Ts of it, have ee themſelves 

with 
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with Pride as with a Garment, and are nt 


pleaſed with the admirable Variety of Na- 


ture, till they have found the Clue to the. 
Mazes of her Works: But, upon the! 
Wings of natural Endowments, - have 
ſoared from the Footſtool to the Throne: 
of God, ordering and marſhalling his De- 
crees. Theſe, are 
which / ſeldom. loſe their Force until thei 
Sleep of Death. How childiſh is it to 


acknowledge a Lord God, whoſe May 


are not like our Mays? Jet meaſure his 
Actions by the ſcanty Pattetn of Man's. 


Judgment. We may think, at every ſmall 
Diſtance, the Heavens cloſe with the 


Earth; but, when we make a nearer Apo 


proach, à larger Space opens than that 


which we left behind us. God's Eſſencr 


and Perfections are higher than the Hea- 
vens, What: canſt thou do? Deeper than 
Hell, what canſt thou know ? The Mea 
ture thereßf is longer than the Earth, and 
broader than the Sea. Therefore the Hoa 


ly Things of God muſt be handled with 
: | Fear 


the Cords::of Vanity, 
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Fear and Reverence, not with Wit and 
| Arrogance., The dangerous Effects of this 
appeared not only in the green Tree, but 
in Men of conſtant Age and great Place in 
the Church. It is an old Obſervation that 
the beſt Things corruptedproye. the worlt 
and chat pure Complexion are the moſt 
naiſome, when they putrefy. his ruined 
the laborious Origen, who, preſl uming. too 
much. on the Ornaments. "and Embelliſh- 
ments of Fancy, drew on his Perſon the 
Church's Cenſures, and on Poſterity the 
Loſs. of his Works. Truth, which is the 
Secret of the Lord, cannot be compaſſed 
with that Wit and Senſes which are our 
own; for God and Man would be near 
Neighbours, | if Man's Cogitations, \ were a- 
ble to take a Survey of that everlaſting 
Majeſty. This. Knowledge, ſays the 
Eſalniſ, i too excellent Js me, 1 cannot” 
attain unto it. * 
Lr us then ſhut up our | Luths in 
Silence for ever; deſcend from God, into 
ts Valley of our own e and 
D bring 
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bring all our Thothghts under the Beephre 
his Diſcipline- The ſare Way to #njdy 
#he Sun, is not to'live ih his Sphere. Lt 
us take the Wings of 4 Dove, 'Huthility 
and Confotrmity to bur Maker, chen fee 
way, and be at Reft. Fot to'whrm bath 
rbe Root of Wiſtbm blen reveited.*'"Or who 
'hath known ber eviſt Colmſels? There is hne 
w/e and greatly to be feared, Ne Lord fit 
ting uptn bis Trae, Let ih Femin dt 
. Fodt-Rool, wich all His Eaurels of 
Leatning bowing before lm. 

Tuus Tam afrived at "my THIRD 


Particular: 


i [T3 1998 

70 eoiifillr, from u is Diel Short. 
neſs; and Imperfection of bir NO. 
ledge ! in this World, that, "when we 
get to Heaven, bur Fuculties will Be 
much enlarged and imptebed: Then 
1 even as 1 bun. 


Is this Diſcourſe, I mal Ut TRA 


give a perfect Map of the Heavenly Stite : 
Which 


r 275 
Wich woddiz: a plain Confutstion of the 
Doctrine, I have been now. advancing- 
This is a Taſle more proper for an Angel or 
glorified Spirit. 80 that I ſhall not truſt. 
to the Star of Reaſon and Learning, ſor 
that which: I ſhall advance upon this Sub- 
ject; but ſhall.implicitly follow. the ſurs 
Guide of Holy Scripturs ; Which tells uss 
that, when Mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up 
of Life, e ſhall : no mote bebold the Face 
of God, through: theſe; dark- Mediums of 
Fleſh and Blood, which now eslipſe the 
bleffed sight af bim. Thisis our Apaſtle's- 
in the Words of my Text; he 
diſtinguiſheth-the Knowledge of this Life, 
as taken in this complex Senſe; and of the 
Life ta come; that now w ar in 4 Glaſi. 
which is continually fullicd by the Breath- 
ing of our Animal Fancits upon it, dar. 
but then ue ſhall Jes Face to Fuce. Now, 
ſays he, 'are::we::the: Sons: of God, and is 
doth not! yet appear what aue ſhalf be ; #14 
we know that” when be: ſhall appear, we 
„ 
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be it. Moſes beſought'the Lord to ſes hid 
Glory, Exodus xxxiii; 18; he received 
this Anſwer: No Man can ſet my Face, 
and live: And, when that Glory filled the 
Tabernacle, Mſoſes could not enter into it. 
When our Apoſtle was caught up into the 
third Heaven, he was ſo tranſported with 
his Change, that, whether he was in, or 
out of the Body, he could not tell. And 
we know that he · had the Mantle of EA. 
jab, the Power of working Miracles; w 
only the ordinary Affiſtances of God's Spi- 
rit: But, after Death, we ſhall be prepared 
for it. The Children of the Reſurrection 
ſhall be like the Angels, and the Angeli 
always behold the Face of my Father which 
is in Heaven. Now we ohly:;know in Part, 
behold rather the Images, than the Things 
themſelves; and thoſe but darky: and in a 
Cloud. But then we ſhall ee Face to Face, 


| | behold God fo clearly that ur bal bnow 


him, as he knows un. We ſhall then un- 
derſtand the Nature of God, the Myſte- 


ries of his Providence, a the Felicities of 
Heaven 
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Heaven, of which now we have an obſcure 
Notion. That, which is full and perfect, 


is reſerved for another Life and another 
Condition: When our Corruptible ſhall have 


put on Incorruption, and this Mortal ſhall 
gels are far more enlightened than we are; 
they can apprehend more at one fingle 


View, than we can do in Volumes of Dif- 


courſe, and tedious long Trains of Deduc- 
tion, But when we ſhall be made perfect 
in Righteouſneſs, be admitted into God's 
Angels, and God himſelf, to look upon. 
Our Souls ſhall be highly exalted in all the 
Parts and Faculties thereof; the Under - 
ſtanding raiſed to the utmoſt Capacity, and 


the Fear of Death ſwallowed up in Victo- 


ry. Our Viſion then ſhall be without 
Rapture, and in a perfect Calm; we ſhall 
ſee, know what we ſee, and love what we 
know and admire to all Eternity: We ſhall 
nat RY thirſt — Knowledge i in 

"IE vain 
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30 4 e | 
vain any more, bat the Veil-ſhall bs chen 
off from all Myſteries. The Lamb which! 
is in the Mia of the Throne ſhall feed them; 
and bets ho Touts if Fain WS 
i tn. Reva | & 

IAE now finiſhed my. utmoſt Pea 
poſal on this Subject. Nothing remains, 
but to draw, from the foregoing Particu- 
lars, ſuch uſefu} Obſervations as (I hope) 
may be thought proper Ge rap Tags s 80 
lemnity. * - 
80 many Aubolnte Diſiouiits (indeed) 
have been compoſed on theſe annual Ap 

pointments, that my Province is like that 
of Rath, only to glean aftes their Sheaves 3 
Many have been copious im the Praiſe of 
Learnitg; whilſt I have been forced, iti 
ſome "Meaſure, to dwell on the Defects 
and audacious Attempts of it.” By which 
Method, I hope, in your Judgment, 1 
have not leſſened its Dignity or Uſe, but 
have plainly. pointed out the Way, in * 
which ſbe is juſtified of all ber Children, | * 
But if, in this Undertaking, I can ſhew a 50 
en e 


— 
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proper Teal for the Prerogative of that great 
God, at whoſe! Altar 1 have the Honour 
to ſerve ; can diſcover an Endeavour to 
protect it from the ſaucy Ineroachments of 
bold Minds, and may be the leaſt Inſtru- 
ment 8 1. Nl 10 go 


Taſte. If we make a proper Uſe. of it, 
his will carry us through the gloomy 
Shades df.this Wan into ihe ef 
cl lach. 
ur. Plate bach affonded a happy 


portunity to 

proving and bettering the Yuiderſiamding, 
We may here walk up and downfas in a 
Garden of Spites, and ſuck a Divine Sweet- 
neſs out of every Flower: Education, we 
may fly, is the Parrer's Hand, which forms 
Men imo Veſſels f Honour: or Diſhonour : 


is dem ſerviceable to Society or the 
| Peſt 


3 —— 3 | 
in the Wilderneſs, it adapts iiſelf to every | 


op" 


to moſt: of this Audience of im- 


( 
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Peſt of it: It is as a two edged Sword, = 


which cuts both Ways, either for the Good 


or Bad. If Learning is employed to protect 


and defend injured Innocence, to throw 
Truth into Day-Light, it is a uſeful and 
noble Accompliſhment. Then Wiſdum ex- 
celleth Folly, as much | as Light excelleth 
Darkneſs; but, when it falls to the Share of 
a vicious Man, I pity the Community he 
lives in. Then will openly be publiſhed 
ſuch infamous Performances -as: thoſe that 
follow : Oracles of Reaſon. Cbriſtianity is 
old as the Creation. Private Vites, public 
Benefits: A true Goſpel of Feſus Cbriſt af- 
| ferted. Even the moſt ſovereign Medi- 
cine becomes mortiferous, if. not oe FP 
with due Care and Regimen. 100 
W᷑x all labour Aden ndnd not on- 
-ly of Body but Soul; there are Circum- 
ſtances - which require the beautiful Hand 
of our learned Abilities; if it i; an Act of 
Charity to cloath the Body, much mote 
to warm and cover the Nakedneſs of a 
Soul. And it is the eaſieſt Method of 
doing 


VV 2 


r 


2 
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doing Good, which, like the has 
rity of the Sun, illuminates others without 

obſcuring itſelf, 1; £09331 
' WiTHoUT: Doubt, Claſſical kenden 
is of great Vſe to us ia our Divine Speoyla- 
tions. There are ſeveral: Rays of Truth to 
be met with in Hamer, relating to the Su- 
preme Being. Bat, whilſt; he endeavours 
to mention a Deity without a right Infor- 
mation, he was forced to take him from 
that Image which he diſcovered in Man; 
like one dazzled with the Sum in the Hea- 
vens would view him as reflected in a Ri- 
ver. This Advantage we may certainly 
reap, from our Peruſal and Study of Hea- 
then Authors; by thoſe Gleams of Light, . 
diſcovered in the Pagans, we may wound 
them with Arrows fairly drawn out of their 
own Quiver... It is certain then, that the 
very Candidates for 'Sacred Theology may, 
with much Profit, pry into the Writings 
of the Pagans ; for there they will find the 
We of many Divine Verities: That 
E. Athens 
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Athens was indebted to Feruſlen, Pi | 
naſſus to Sni, and Helicon to Nr 
Axp let us eſteem the Arta ax Tae 
which may beef great Uſe to the Conflita- 
tion of Hearbens, as alſo a Help to the Con- 
templation of Divine Niyſteries: They fe 
the Veſſel for the Reception of more pro- 
cions Liquor, ſublimating the Underſtand- 
ing, and ſo diſpoſing i to apprehend thoſe 
higher Things: contained in-the-Scriptaves, 
Thus Hiſtories make Men wife; Poets; 
witty ; the Mathematichs, ſubtle ;} Natu- 
ral Philoſophy, deep, moral, - and grave; 


Logic and Rhetoric, able to "contelid and 


f with our Adverſaries. 


Bu r the Holy Seriprurei, above all Au- 
ers, demand our Admiraiion. Theyla- 


bound with the choiceſt Schernes of Speeeti; 
the greateſt Ornaments of Language which 
Greece. or Rome were famous for. If we 
would apply our Titne to the careful Per- 


ulal of theſe Treafures, they will not only | 
take us wiſe" unto Salvation; but em in 


thy 


this World be an Ornament of Grace unto 


FCC GWG 


This Wade is more ne than the 
Sun, beyond all the Ondet g dbe Stars: 
compared with the Light, itvis und before 
it. Theſe, like Ariathe's Clue, will ſafely 
conduct us through all the Windings of the 
Labyrinth: The Light that cometh frum 
them never goeth out. When the Sun and 
Moon. fooll be darkened; and the; Stars.ſhall 
_ ewithgraw->their Shining-; when all the 
Vhings-of Nature ſhall confeſs:their Aſhes, 
theſe will follow us into our eternal Man- 
ſions, either to acquit. or condemn us. Ag 
the Time muſt come (my Brethren): when 
all other Books, however .recommendefl for 
pal Cern and Subtlety of Diſcourſe; 

ſhall 'be '&rought forth and burnt before all 
Men, it is of more Importance to make 
this Sacred Book our Delight and gtudy, 
than the beſt of all the Grart and Roman 
Orators ; there you may exerciſe your 
Minds to Edification and Advantage, if you 
carefully treaſure up its Inſtructions in the 
Library of your Hearts. The Word of God 
S's: -* moſt 
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moſt High is the Fountain of M, lays 
the Son of Sirach, and her To en 
laſting Commandments. \- | 
1r is open to our Obſervation os Fwy 
who imbibed their Principles in this Semi- 
nary of Learning, have ſhined in Church 
and State as Stars of the greateſt Magni- 
tude; * One eſpecially, now with God, 
did warmly reflect a Luſtre on this Socie- 
ty; who, when he put on the Robe of Ho- 
nour and was cloathed in the Perfection of 
Beauty, by his eminent Learning temper- 
ed with a profound Piety, made the Gar- 
ment of Righteouſneſs konourable. But 1 
muſt wave: this Subject, for Alexander's 
Picture requires the Pencil of Apelles.; his 
own Works praiſe him in the Gates, and 
by them, being dead, be yet ſpeaketh; 
LASTI Y, Public Schools have add | 
been eſteemel amongſt civilized Nations as 
the principal Prop and Support of the State: 
Jo, them che A Judges, and Loy 


* The late Lord Chief Faron L C4 
trates 
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trates are bred. They therefore, that have 
the Care of them, moſt highly merit of 
the Community. Platarch tells us of a 
Voice frozen in the midit of a River. which 
became audible by the Thaw, and and applies 
this Fancy to Moral Frecepts taught i in 
Vouth but actuated by Age. p'\ 

"ALEXANDER uſed to ſay, thee 
hs ought to give as great Thanks to &r5/- 

totle his Maſter, as to King Philip his Fa- 
ther; of him indeed he took the Occaſion 
to live, of the other the Reaſon and Way 
to live well, In Conſideration really of 
their Uſe, and Excellency, we have great 
Reaſon to eſteem them highly in Love for. 
their Work Sale; to think of them in theſe 
pathetic Words of Bliſta: My" Father, 
ny Father, . the Chariot of Iſrael, and the 
Horſemen thereof. - What they: ſow in Tears 
ye. ſball reap in Foy'; and every one in the 
Harveſt of the World ſhall bring bis Sheaves 
with him, or, according to the Pſalm/i's 
Expreſſion in another Place, thy loving Cor- 
rect ion ſhall make me great. 
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Luer us all then, out of 4-pidus Gratis | 
tion, in the Words uf the fume Author 
conclude en For = ne e | 
for the Bute of the Hay of the Lord wr 
God, I will ſeek to de due Good. 7 

Lx r us wiſh: that theſe Sacks Bugin- 
nings ſuddenly dry not up as —_ Morning 
Dew, but may proſper 3 as the 
Trees a which the Led bag 


planted. 7 5 


60D bs, my . 2 Schoak 
fellows, that Chriſt may thuell in your Hearts 
by Faith ; ther ye, being roated and ground- 
ed in Lous, may be able do comprebentd 
all Saints, nn IT and Ae 
Low: of cht which: — Knowledge, 
or en wn e 8 ren * 
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